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ting, but from the standpoint of one desiring a picture of the unfolding 
of a noble character, it leaves little to be desired. After reading this 
book one is convinced that whether Rutherford B. Hayes was or was. 
not a great statesman, he certainly was a good man. 

B. B. Kendrick. 
Columbia University. 

The Model Member : Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. By 
J. B. Mackie. Dunfermline, Journal Printing Works, 1914.— 
140 pp. 

The great war in which England is engaged will, it is to be feared y 
delay the publication of political biographies and books on history and 
political science. But as soon as conditions are normal it is not too 
much to hope that there will appear an official life of the late Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, whom Mr. Asquith succeeded as premier in 
April, 1908. By an official life is meant, of course, a biography writ- 
ten by an author who is in possession of the correspondence and papers 
of the late Liberal premier. In the meantime, Mr. J. B. Mackie's The 
Model Member serviceably tides over the waiting period j for it is writ- 
ten by a journalist and publicist of wide experience, who after years of 
editorial work in Edinburgh, and as a London and parliamentary cor- 
respondent, has now been for a long time editor of the Journal, the 
local newspaper of Dunfermline, the Scottish burgh that Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman represented at Westminster from the third Re- 
form Act in 1884-1885 until his death on April 22, 1908. 

Mr. Mackie is the biographer of Duncan M'Laren, a brother-in-law 
of John Bright, who was of five parliaments between 1852 and 1885 as 
a member for Edinburgh. It would seem probable that the official life 
of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman will be written by Mr. "Mackie. But: 
in any event it is fortunate that Mr. Mackie is the first biographer of 
the late Liberal premier, and that the biography has been written from 
the point of view of Stirling burghs and Dunfermline. In most biog- 
raphies of members of the House of Commons, and especially of men 
who reach the front rank at Westminster, this constituency point of 
view is lacking, and the relations between member and constituents 
are lightly touched upon or altogether ignored. Even when the full 
official biography is published, unless its author draws largely upon this 
present monograph, The Model Member will continue to be of unique 
value, because it is written from a point of view that is seldom taken 
by biographers of politicians and statesmen who during their whole 
public careers have been of the House of Commons. 
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In the old days — from the Union to the Reform Act of 1867 — the 
most popular Scottish member of the House of Commons was the poli- 
tician who secured the largest number of appointments in the civil and 
colonial services for his constituents and their sons and nephews. This 
attitude of Scottish voters towards their representatives at Westminster 
was an inheritance from the days of Henry Dundas, the greatest of the 
parliamentary bosses of Scotland. But the large extensions of the par- 
liamentary franchise in 1867 and 1884 and the reform of the civil ser- 
vice made an end to this conception of the primary duty of Scottish 
members; and gradually new and less individual conceptions were 
developed. Mr. Mackie's view of what should be the relations between 
representative and represented is thus expressed : 

For an enduring and happy connection between a member of Parliament 
and his constituents a genuine political sympathy is essential. To agree- 
ment in political conviction must be added on the part of the member 
devotion to the interests of his constituents, fidelity aud efficiency in the 
discharge of his parliamentary duties, a placable, reasonable temper that 
does not readily give or take offence, that smooths away misunderstandings 
and prevents alienations. When these qualities are prominent in the 
character and conduct of the political steward, confidence and pride are 
easy, because natural, for those whom he serves, and there is extended to 
him a generous toleration which a man under suspicion or conscious of 
estrangement can never enjoy. 

The conditions of a happy political union, as Mr. Mackie shows, 

existed during the whole of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's forty 

years' connection with the old Stirling burghs and Dunfermline ; and, 

as was natural, Dunfermline regarded itself as a favored constituency 

when Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman became premier in 1905. It 

had good reason for satisfaction ; for during the long period from the 

Union to the successful contest with the House of Lords in 1909-191 1 , 

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman was the only Scotchman representing 

a Scottish constituency who attained the premiership as well as the 

leadership of the House of Commons. 

Edward Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 



